


class. Section 25.095 of the Texas Education Code states that parents must be warnecl that siudents must attencl 90% of the year or they
lose credit. Students may rnake Lrp missed work and make Lrp missed days by attending tutoring. Four hours = one day. Stuclents who aie l B

or older may be withdrawn a{ter 5 absences in one semester. However, being able to make up work cloes not mean stucients vr/gn't get cited
for truancy. We are hiring new personnel who will promptly file truancy on students who miss 4 clays 0r m0re in a 6 wk period. The new
technology and new personnel will have a great impact on our attendance rate, which means more state funds for ihe school. PIus, half of any
fine paid by truants, which is usually $325 for each day missed, will go to the school.

A new law involves the use of car seats. Any child that is under 4 fi g inches tall or under I years old must be in a car seat or booster car seat.
lf a child is younger than 8, but taller ihan 4' 9" tall, he does not have to be in a car seat. A fine of $25 can be assessed for the first offense and
$250 for subsequent offenses. This means that when we have field trips, these students must be provided with their car seat or they may not
go on the field trip.

Graduation 2010 was truly a joy. I wish every one of the parents and students could have attended. They would have been inspired and
motivated. The students give a small speech thanking the people in their lives who have helped them graduate. The students' speeches were
especially moving this year. There was a lot of sniffling from the audience. I really liked how much the students said they appreciated ihe
teachers who were close to them, and a thread that wove in and out was how they wouldn't have made it without their teachers, parents
and/or grandparents and friends pushing and motivating them. One said she nevbr thought she would be graduating, much less going to
college. The next part of Graduation is when a faculty member or myself gives a short speech about the student whose just finished his
speech. The faculty talks about what makes this student extraordinary, some of the obstacles they've overcome, and list the student's type of
diploma, Recommended or Distinguished, GPA, and college hours earned. Exie Nicholas produced a lovely PowerPoint that was truly lovely
and personal. Thank you to all of the staff and parents who had anything to do with graduation. Graduation 2010 has set a new standard that
will be hard to meet next year!

Congratulations to our 16 graduates of 20101 Below are their names, how many college credits they earned, and their plans for the Fall. All
but one are also Texas Scholars, which means that they have advancqd diplomas; either Recommended or Distinguished, and have
completed at least 2 college hours. This is a very important boost for their college'app]ications. As you will see, mist of the graduates are
continuing on with their studies at Vernon to complete their basics, and then will transier to MSU,

Jade Baker: 12 college hours, Vernon College, majoring in Computer Science
Coufiney Biddle: 23 Vernon College, majoring in Computer Science
Couftney Chamberlain:23 Valedictorian, college hours, MSU, major undecided
Tony Cleek: 23 college hours, graduated in 3 years, Oklahoma University, majoring in Pharmacy Technology
Josh Ferguson:19 college hours, Vernon, majoring in Radiology
Jordan Hazlewood: college hours, Vernon, majoring in Psychology
Julia John: 38 college hours, graduated in 3 years, Vernon, major is undecided
Danielle Leon: 12 college hours, graduated in Dec., MSU, major is undecided
Sean Moralh:9 college hours, graduated in 3 years, Vernon, major is undecided
Christopher Moats:13 college hours, MSU, majoring in History
Cappy Park: 21 college hours, graduated in 3 years, Vernon, majoring in Criminal History and Psychology
Tiffany Sellers: Vernon, major is undecided
Jennifer Sheldon: 6 college hours, Vernon, major is undecided
Emily Wall:15 college hours, Vernon, major is undecided
Allison Walls:35 Salutalorian, college hours, graduated in 3 years, Texas Tech U, majoring in Family Science
Billie Wilson:15 college hours, Vernon, major is undecided

There is a wide range of how many years these stellar graduates have been at Bright ldeas and a wide range of obstacles they had to
overcome. One student had been at Bright ldeas for only semester, and two students had been here for 7 years, Several students were living
on their own and two had children. One was the first in his family to go to college. This shows that ALL students are capable of going to
college before they graduate, if they are motivated to work hard and have close relalionships with their teachers and someone at home, be it
friend or family to keep them motivated.

Our school is growing and growing. This year we have more students than ever before, and our enrollment for the fall is higher than ever
before. We've developecl a reputation for having wondedul students, very involved, cooperative parents, very few discipline issues, and a
fantastic teaching and support staff. lt takes all of us working together to make Bright ldeas the outstanding school it is ihis year, our 25th year.

Thank you for being here!
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